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federation of the Haute-Vienne dispatched to its
associate branches a resolution declaring that the
party had become tainted with <c chauvinism," and
urging that an attentive ear be given " to all peace
proposals, from whatever source.35 This idea, the
champions of which became known as Minoritaires,
won favour from the start, and was elaborated into
a programme. The official party, of which M.
Blum's chief was a commander, held that the
Socialists of the Republic had exhausted every
device for preventing war, and that their efforts had
been sabotaged by the treason of the German
proletariat, Internationalism, in the majority's
view, should be adjourned till the defeat of the
Central Empires. The opposition maintained that
all the belligerent nations were guilty, since the true
origin of the conflict lay in the capitalist regime
itself; and that international relations should be
resumed at once, particularly with the Socialists of
Germany. Tenacious resistance to the movement
was offered by the faction of which M. Blum was a
devoted adherent. One concession after another
was extorted ; but the retreat was so obstinately
managed that not until the last months of the war
did the Minoritaires finally become a majority, and
wrest the party machine from the Social-patriotes, as
they were contemptuously nicknamed.

M. Blum's history, from August, 1914, to Novem-
ber, 1917, was that of his party. With its inter-
necine broils he was in closest touch, as confidential
lieutenant to Marcel Sembat. Across France,
during the autumn of 1915, loomed for the first